


SEASON IN REVIEW20

Scoring Summary
First Quarter

U-M: Avant 4-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

NIU: Nendick 24-yard field goal

U-M: Hart 34-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

Second Quarter

NIU: Wolfe 76-yard run (Nendick kick)

U-M: Hart 2-yard run (Rivas kick failed)

U-M: Grady 1-yard run (Rivas kick)

Fourth Quarter

U-M: Rivas 38-yard field goal

U-M: Rivas 23-yard field goal

NIU: Harris 3-yard run (Nendick kick)

Team Statistics
Category NIU U-M

First Downs 20 29

Rushed-Yards 32-211 48-208

Passing Yards 200 239

Passes 17-25-1 21-33-0

Total Offense 57-411 81-447

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-8 0-0

Punts 1-38.0 1-41.0

Return Yards 33 52

Fumbles-Lost 4-4 1-1

Penalties-Yards 5-37 4-31

Third Downs 4-8 11-17

Possession Time 24:51 35:09

Individual Statistics
Rushing: NIU -- Wolfe 17-148, Harris 10-54, 

Horvath 4-10, Team1-(-1). Mich. -- Hart 27-117, 

Grady 9-42, Bradley 2-14, Jackson 3-14, Martin 

4-10, Breaston 1-7, Gutierrez 1-2, Henne 1-2.

Passing: NIU -- Horvath 25-17-1-200. Mich. -- 

Henne 31-20-0-227, Gutierrez 2-1-0-12.

Receiving: NIU -- Powers 4-60, Nordin 4-51, 

Wolfe 3-31, Hurd 2-23, Davis 2-18, Harris 1-

12, Carter 1-5. Mich. -- Avant 9-127, Hart 4-49, 

Massaquoi 3-19, Breaston 2-15, Grady 1-16, Tabb 

1-11, Dutch 1-2.

from the NIU 33, Henne found a slanting Avant 

for 18 yards to set up the Wolverines’ first score 

of the season.

 The Huskies answered with a 24-yard field 

goal by Chris Nendick to complete their 16-play, 

86-yard drive. NIU pushed deep into U-M terri-

tory, but the Wolverine defense held on third-and-

four from their own seven, forcing the field goal 

attempt. 

 Hart extended the Michigan lead to 14-3 with 

a 34-yard touchdown catch with 20-seconds 

remaining in the first quarter. Sweeping out 

to the right, Hart caught the pass from Henne, 

bulled over a NIU defender and outraced the 

remaining Huskies to the end zone. The six-play 

drive, which featured Hart’s second touchdown 

reception of his career, included freshman Kevin 

Grady’s first career carry, a three-yard plunge into 

the heart of the NIU defense. 

 Garrett Wolfe answered Hart’s touchdown with 

a spectacular run of his own to open the second 

quarter. Wolfe helped cut the Michigan lead to 

four, 14-10, after bouncing off the right tackle for 

a 76-yard touchdown.

 The Wolverines scored on their third straight 

series as Hart leaped over the Huskies defensive 

line and into the end zone from two yards out. 

The tally extended Michigan’s lead back to 20-

10, but it was followed by a blocked extra point 

attempt. Hart had seven carries for 30 yards on 

the drive, surpassing the 1,500-yard career rush-

ing plateau.

 Northern Illinois was forced to punt on its 

ensuing drive, following a three-and-out in which 

the Michigan defense did not surrender a yard. 

It was the first punt of the afternoon for either 

club. Michigan tried to extend its lead, but junior 

kicker Garrett Rivas was unsuccessful on a 48-

yard field goal attempt.

 Michigan looked to capitalize on good field 

position thanks to fifth-year senior Pat Massey 

and Englemon forcing a Huskie fumble, but the 

Wolverines were forced to punt. After punting the 

ball away senior Darnell Hood stripped returner 

Shatone Powers, allowing punter Ross Ryan to 

recover the ball, setting up Grady’s first career 

touchdown. Grady’s one-yard touchdown run 

pushed the Wolverines’ lead to 27-10 with 27 sec-

onds remaining in the half.

 The Huskies took the second-half kickoff and 

moved to the Wolverines’ 18-yard line. The drive 

was stifled as John Thompson pushed up the mid-

dle to block Nendick’s field goal attempt. U-M 

failed to convert on the good fortune as its drive 

stalled deep in NIU territory.

 The scoreless third quarter was capped off with 

each team surrendering a fumble. Hall extended 

the streak of consecutive series ending in a turn-

over, picking off an overthrown pass to set up 

a 38-yard field goal for Rivas. The Wolverines 

forced an additional Huskies fumble a minute 

later that resulted in a 23-yard field goal to extend 

the Michigan lead to 33-10.

 NIU scored on its final drive of the game with 

a three-yard touchdown run by Harris to bring the 

score to 33-17.

Game 1: Northern Illinois at #4 Michigan
Michigan Stadium
September 3, 2005
110,971

Northern Illinois 3 7 0 7 17
#4 Michigan 14 13 0 6 33

 ANN ARBOR, Mich. -- Five Northern Illinois 

turnovers propelled the Michigan football team 

to a 33-17 victory against the Huskies before 

110,971 fans at Michigan Stadium. 

 With nine catches for 127 yards and a touch-

down, senior wide receiver Jason Avant led the 

charge for the Wolverines. Throwing to Avant was 

sophomore quarterback Chad Henne, who com-

pleted 20 of 31 passes for 227 yards and a pair 

of touchdowns. Sophomore tailback Mike Hart 

turned in a two-touchdown effort, one coming 

from the air and one on the ground.

 The offense had plenty of time on the field 

thanks to five turnovers created by the Wolverine 

defense and special teams. Junior safety Brandent 

Englemon registered career highs in tackles with 

five and fumble recoveries with two. Senior 

cornerback Leon Hall and sophomore linebacker 

Chris Graham turned in solid efforts. Hall record-

ed an interception and five tackles, while Graham 

tallied nine solo tackles and 10 total stops.

 The Wolverines began the day hot by scor-

ing on a 14-play, 74-yard drive. The series was 

capped off by a fading Avant touchdown grab 

from four yards out in the corner of the end zone 

at the 9:34 mark. Henne engineered the drive, hit-

ting four separate receivers en route to converting 

four consecutive third-downs. On third-and-six 



21SEASON IN REVIEW

Scoring Summary
First Quarter

ND: McKnight 5-yard pass from Quinn 

(Fitzpatrick kick)

Second Quarter

U-M: Rivas 38-yard field goal

ND: Samardzija 5-yard pass from Quinn 

(Fitzpatrick kick)

Fourth Quarter

ND: Fitzpatrick 43-yard field goal

U-M: Manningham 25-yard pass from Henne 

(Rivas kick)

Team Statistics
Category ND U-M

First Downs 17 15

Rush-Yards 44-104 29-114

Passing Yards 140 223

Passes 19-30-0 19-44-1

Total Offense 74-244 73-337

Sacked-Yards Lost 4-25 2-5

Punts 9-41.2 8-41.2

Return Yards 70 103

Fumbles-Lost 3-1 3-1

Penalties-Yards 4-21 4-28

Third Downs 4-15 5-18

Possession Time 30:56 29:04

Individual Statistics
Rushing: ND -- Walker 26-104, Powers-Neal 

6-19, Schwapp 2-8, McKnight 1-(-7), Quinn 7-(-

16), Team 2-(-4). Mich. -- Grady 18-79, Breaston 

2-34, Jackson 1-4, Hart 3-4, Henne 4-(-3), Martin 

1-(-4).

Passing: ND -- Quinn 30-19-2-140. Mich. -- 

Henne 44-19-1-223.

Receiving: ND -- Walker 5-22, Samardzija 4-

52, Fasano 4-18, McKnight 2-18, Stovall 2-17, 

Powers-Neal 1-9, Shelton 1-4. Mich. -- Ecker 

7-74, Avant 5-90, Dutch 2-16, Massey 2-3, 

Manningham 1-25, Breaston 1-9, Thompson 1-6.

the Wolverines knocking on the door, but a Henne 

interception to strong safety Tom Zbikowski, who 

jumped an Ecker out route, ended the Michigan 

drive.

 After neither team was able to score in the 

third quarter, Notre Dame opened up the fourth 

with a 43-yard D.J. Fitzpatrick field goal that 

extended the Irish lead to 17-3 with 14:11 left in 

the game.

 After U-M gave the ball back to the Irish, 

senior inside linebacker Dave Harris forced 

Walker to fumble in the backfield, leaving the 

Wolverines’ offense to set up shop at the Notre 

Dame 18-yard line. Michigan failed to punch the 

ball in the end zone, with the drive ending on an 

incomplete fade pass to Avant.

 The Michigan defense forced the Irish to punt 

on the ensuing series, giving the Wolverines 

the ball at their own 39-yard line with 6:44 left 

in the fourth quarter. Henne then found Avant 

on a fourth-and-4 for a 54-yard pass, setting up 

the Maize and Blue at the one-yard line. The 

Wolverines ended up giving the ball back to 

Notre Dame, as a fumbled snap rolled into the 

end zone.

 Manningham recorded his first career catch on 

a 25-yard touchdown from Henne, making it a 

one-possession game at 17-10 with 3:47 remain-

ing. The drive started with an 18-yard completion 

to Avant, but after three attempts failed to net a 

first down, Henne went deep on fourth down to 

his freshman receiver on a post route.

 Michigan would only have one more series 

before the end of the game, as Notre Dame ran 

out the clock to hold on to a 17-10 victory.

Game 2: #20 Notre Dame at #3 Michigan
Michigan Stadium
September 10, 2005
111,386

#20 Notre Dame 7 7 0 3 17

#3 Michigan 0 3 0 7 10

 ANN ARBOR, Mich. -- The University 

of Michigan football team failed to connect 

in its deep passing game, leading to a 17-10 

Notre Dame victory in front of 111,386 fans at 

Michigan Stadium. The Irish’s victory, its first in 

Ann Arbor since 1993, ended a 16-game home 

winning streak for the Wolverines.

 Senior receiver Jason Avant led the Wolverines 

with five catches for 90 yards, while senior tight 

end Tyler Ecker pitched in seven catches for 74 

yards. Freshman receiver Mario Manningham 

scored Michigan’s only touchdown of the day late 

in the fourth quarter, and sophomore quarterback 

Chad Henne went 19-of-44 for 223 yards with an 

interception and a touchdown.

 Junior defensive back Leon Hall had two 

sacks, both coming in the third quarter, to go 

along with three solo tackles. Hall and fellow 

corner Grant Mason, who had 16 tackles, chased 

Notre Dame receivers around all afternoon as 

Brady Quinn went 19-of-30 for 140 yards and 

two touchdowns.

 The Irish got on the board first with a 12-play, 

76-yard drive, capped by a five-yard Rhema 

McKnight touchdown reception from Quinn. 

Running back Darius Walker fueled the drive, 

touching the ball seven times for 41 yards, includ-

ing a nine-yard reception to move the ball to the 

Michigan seven. The Irish scored two plays later.

 Despite trailing Notre Dame 102 to 51 in total 

yards, the Wolverines only trailed 7-0 going into 

their first scoring possession, a 38-yard field goal 

off the foot of junior Garrett Rivas. The high-

light of the drive came on first-and-10 from the 

Michigan 44-yard line, when Henne handed the 

ball off to freshman Kevin Grady, who sprinted 

right before flipping the ball back to senior Steve 

Breaston, who raced outside fifth-year left tackle 

Adam Stenavich and down the sideline for 30 

yards. The play also featured a crushing block by 

Henne which helped spring Breaston free. The 

Rivas field goal brought the score to 7-3 with 

14:04 left in the first half.

 Notre Dame extended its lead to 14-3 as Quinn 

found Jeff Samardzija coming across the end zone 

for a five-yard touchdown pass. Michigan sopho-

more defenseman Chris Graham was able to get a 

hand on the ball, but not enough to pull down the 

interception, as Samardzija caught the deflection 

for his second touchdown grab in as many games.

 The Wolverines failed to move the ball the rest 

of the half, entering the locker room in a 14-3 

hole. Michigan produced only five first downs to 

Notre Dame’s 14, as the Irish racked up 188 total 

yards compared to Michigan’s 113.

 Coming out of the locker room the Wolverines 

looked to change the tide, methodically moving 

the ball to the Notre Dame 12-yard line. Powerful 

runs by Grady mixed with catches by Ecker had 
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Scoring Summary
First Quarter

U-M: Martin 1-yard run (Rivas kick)

U-M: Martin 10-yard run (Rivas kick)

U-M: Avant 14-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

U-M: Avant 26-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

Second Quarter

U-M: Thompson 6-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

U-M: Rivas 37-yard field goal

Third Quarter

U-M: Bloomsburgh 21-yard field goal

Fourth Quarter

U-M: Jackson 7-yard run (Bloomsburgh kick)

U-M: Bradley 1-yard run (Moore kick)

Team Statistics
Category EMU U-M

First Downs 10 30

Rushed-Yards 24-15 56-232

Passing Yards 119 233

Passes 15-30-1 20-28-0

Total Offense 54-134 84-465

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-18 2-10

Punts 8-35.8 2-40.0

Return Yards 111 130

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 0-0

Penalties-Yards 1-10 4-20

Third Downs 2-12 10-14

Possession Time 23:40 36:20

Individual Statistics
Rushing: EMU -- Drew 2-19, Jones 7-17, 

Sherrell 7-9, Harrison 2-3, Conner 1-1, Bohnet 

4-(-5), Team 1-(-29). Mich. -- Martin 26-117, 

Jackson 6-40, Grady 8-30, Bass 3-20, Bradley 7-

13, Henne 3-8, Eldridge 1-3, Gutierrez 2-1.

Passing: EMU -- Bohnet 25-13-1-118, Jones 

5-2-0-1. Mich. -- Henne 19-13-0-147, Gutierrez 

9-7-0-86.

Receiving: EMU -- Bennett 5-42, Deslauriers 4-

32, Bracey 3-11, Lewis 1-33, Sherrell 1-3, Bonner 

1-(-2). Mich. -- Avant 8-93, Manningham 2-35, 

Grady 2-26, Tabb 2-23, Massey 2-22, Breaston 2-

20, Thompson 2-14.

 Thoroughly dominating the first half, the 

Wolverines held the Eagles to three first downs 

and 61 total yards, while limiting the Eagles 

to zero yards offensively in the first quarter. 

Sophomore cornerback Morgan Trent ended 

Eastern’s only sizable drive of the first half, 

recording his first career interception.

 Senior kicker James Bloomsburgh’s 21-yard 

field opened the second half with the only points 

of the third quarter, extending the U-M advantage 

to 41-0.

 The fourth quarter would feature two more 

rushing touchdowns leading to the Wolverines 

victory.  Beginning the games’ final period, junior 

Jerome Jackson plowed through Eagle defend-

ers for a seven-yard touchdown, increasing the 

Michigan advantage to 48-0 with 13:48 remain-

ing in the game. Jackson’s run rounded out an 

11-play drive spanning 88-yards. Senior Alijah 

Bradley’s four-yard touchdown run at 8:37 would 

wrap up the Wolverines second win of the season.

Game 3: E. Michigan at #14 Michigan
Michigan Stadium
September 17, 2005
109,511

E. Michigan 0 0 0 0 0

#14 Michigan 28 10 3 14 55

 ANN ARBOR, Mich. -- The Michigan football 

team defeated Eastern Michigan 55-0 in front 

of 109,511 fans at Michigan Stadium. The win 

was Lloyd Carr's 60th home victory in his 11th 

season as Wolverine head coach, against the team 

in which he started his college coaching career 

almost 30 years ago.

 The Maize and Blue rode a wave of first half 

points to a 38-0 halftime lead. Michigan would 

finish the game with a total of 446 yards as eight 

Wolverines produced points.

 Sophomore running back Max Martin cleared 

the way for the Wolverines posting a career day 

with 26 carries for 117 yards and two touch-

downs. Senior receiver Jason Avant matched 

Martin with two touchdowns on eight catches and 

93 yards. Throwing the ball to Avant was sopho-

more quarterback Chad Henne who went 13 of 19 

for 147 yards and three touchdowns.

 The Wolverines defense held the Eagles to 

134 total yards, including only 15 yards on the 

ground, while pitching their first shutout since 

2003. Posting eight tackles for loss, totaling 55 

yards, Michigan held Eastern Michigan's per-

play average to two and a half yards. Cornerback 

Grant Mason gathered six tackles to lead the 

Wolverines.

 Martin, starting for an injured Mike Hart, got 

the Wolverines on the board first with a one-yard 

touchdown run, capping a three-play 10-yard 

drive spanning 45 seconds. The Wolverines’ first 

offensive series was set up by an electrifying 72-

yard punt return by senior Steve Breaston, which 

set up Michigan at Eastern Michigan’s 10-yard 

line.

 After a wild long-snap that sputtered over 

punter Andrew Wellock’s head on the Eagles’ 

next series, the Wolverines took over at EMU’s 

20-yardline. Martin carried the load again cover-

ing all 20 yards to the endzone on three carries, 

ending in a 10-yard touchdown run through the 

heart of the Eagles’ defense.

 Following another EMU three-and-out, Henne 

extended the Michigan lead to 21-0 as he found 

Avant on a 14-yard touchdown pass with 7:23 

remaining in the first quarter. Two drives later, 

Henne would find Avant for a second time, 

defeating Eastern Michigan’s man-coverage, to go 

up 28-0 with two seconds remaining in the first 

quarter. Michigan’s 28-point first quarter effort 

tied a modern day school record, matching the 

28-0 effort against Rice in 2000.

 The Wolverines would tack on 10 more points 

to close the first half with a 38-0 advantage. 

Senior Brian Thompson pulled down his first 

career touchdown on a six-yard lob from Henne 

and a 37-yard Garrett Rivas field goal sent the 

Wolverines to the locker room with a sizeable 

lead.
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Scoring Summary
Second Quarter

U-M: Rivas 44-yard field goal

U-M: Avant 4-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

UW: Mehlhaff 35-yard field goal

U-M: Rivas 28-yard field goal

Third Quarter

UW: Mehlhaff 43-yard field goal

Fourth Quarter

UW: Mehlhaff 27-yard field goal

UW: Calhoun 6-yard run (Mehlhaff kick)

U-M: Manningham 49-yard pass from Henne 

 (Rivas kick)

UW: Stocco 4-yard run (Mehlhaff kick)

Team Statistics
Category U-M UW

First Downs 17 21

Rushed-Yards 36-143 43-140

Passing Yards 258 147

Passes 16-34-1 15-32-1

Total Offense 70-401 75-287

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-25 3-28

Punts 5-41.6 6-46.0

Return Yards 81 152

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 3-0

Penalties-Yards 9-68 6-50

Third Downs 6-14 8-17

Possession Time 25:29 34:31

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Mich. -- Martin 16-91, Grady 15-53, 

Henne 4-0, Jackson 1-(-1). Wis. -- Calhoun 35-

155, Stanley 1-(-1), Stocco 7-(-14). 

Passing: Mich. -- Henne 34-16-1-258. Wis. -- 

Stocco 32-15-1-147.

Receiving: Mich. -- Avant 7-108, Manningham 

4-106, Grady 2-27, Ecker 1-13, Martin 1-5, 

Breaston 1-(-1). Wis. -- Calhoun 7-59, Daniels 3-

37, Williams 3-21, White 1-18, Orr 1-12.

 Michigan regained its 10-point advantage, 13-

3, as Rivas converted a 28-yard field goal with 

four seconds remaining in the first half. Senior 

wide receiver/return specialist Steve Breaston 

returned the kickoff 28 yards to the 36-yard line. 

Henne completed a screen pass to Martin for 

five yards and Martin rushed for four yards on 

the second-down play prior to a 17-yard carry 

on third-and-one from the U-M 45-yard line. 

Michigan gained a first-and-goal opportunity as 

Manningham came down with a 30-yard comple-

tion from Henne at the Badgers’ six-yard line.

 After holding the Wolverines on their open-

ing series of the second half, the Badgers pulled 

within seven points as Mehlhaff connected on a 

43-yard field goal at 8:59 of the third quarter.

 Michigan’s defense held Wisconsin out of the 

end zone and forced the Badgers to their third 

field goal of the game, a 27-yard effort from 

Mehlhaff at 12:47 of the fourth quarter, that 

trimmed the deficit to 13-9.

 Wisconsin grabbed the lead for the first time 

in the game, 16-13, as Calhoun ran left and dove 

into the end zone on the six-yard touchdown run. 

The Badgers forced the game’s first turnover 

and capitalized with a pair of six-yard runs by 

Calhoun on the two-play drive.

 Michigan regained the lead, 20-16, on 

a 49-yard touchdown pass from Henne to 

Manningham at 9:03 of the fourth stanza. Henne 

pitched the ball to Grady and regained the ball 

on the flea-flicker that ended in the hands of 

Manningham for the longest TD of the season 

for the Wolverines. The three-play scoring drive 

started with a pair of six-yard runs by Grady. The 

Wolverines gained possession at the 39-yard line 

following an interception by fifth-year senior cor-

nerback Grant Mason.

Game 4: #14 Michigan at Wisconsin
Camp Randall Stadium
September 24, 2005
83,022

#14 Michigan 0 13 0 7 20

Wisconsin 0 3 3 17 23

 MADISON, Wis. -- Michigan had its streak 

of 23 straight victories in Big Ten openers come 

to end at Camp Randall Stadium, losing 23-20 to 

Wisconsin on a four-yard quarterback keeper by 

John Stocco with 24 seconds left in the contest. 

The Wolverines suffered their first setback in a 

conference opener since the Badgers upset the 

top-ranked U-M, 21-14, on Sept. 12, 1981.

 Stocco scored the game-winning touchdown on 

third-and-goal following two consecutive incom-

plete passes. The game-winning drive covered 52 

plays in 11 plays, with tailback Brian Calhoun 

rushing five times for 20 yards and added two 

catches for 19 yards on the drive. Calhoun rushed 

35 times for 154 yards and one touchdown while 

adding seven catches for 59 yards in the contest.

 The Wolverines were able to run the ball 

against the nation’s fourth-best rushing defense 

(39.7 avg.), gaining 3.97 yards per carry. U-M 

rushed 36 times for 143 yards and passed for 258 

yards in the contest.

 Sophomore quarterback Chad Henne com-

pleted 16-of-34 passes for 258 yards and two 

touchdowns. Senior wide receiver Jason Avant 

made seven receptions for 108 yards and one 

TD and freshman wide-out Mario Manningham 

caught four passes for 106 yards and one score. 

Sophomore tailback Max Martin carried the ball 

16 times for 91 yards, and freshman tailback 

Kevin Grady added 53 yards on 15 attempts.

 After holding the Badgers on their opening 

series, Michigan gained possession at its five-yard 

line and marched down the field in 17 plays but 

was stopped one yard from the end zone on a 

fourth-and-goal play. Grady was denied the end 

zone, ending the Wolverines longest series of the 

season. The Wolverines gained five first downs 

and consumed 7:01 of the clock behind 71 rush-

ing yards and 38 passing yards.

 The Wolverines scored the game’s first points 

at 9:44 of the second quarter as junior kicker 

Garrett Rivas converted a 44-yard field goal. He 

initially missed wide left on a 49-yard field goal 

try, but the Badgers were flagged for running into 

the kicker and Rivas made good on the second 

opportunity. The eight-play scoring drive covered 

32 yards, with the key play coming on a 24-yard 

passing play from Henne to Manningham.

 Michigan extended its lead to 10-0 as Henne 

completed a third-down pass to Avant on a quick 

slant for a touchdown. The four-yard pass com-

pleted a nine-play drive that covered 71 yards in 

3:47, and extended Henne’s streak to 16 straight 

games with at least one passing TD. Henne found 

Avant on a crossing route for 27 yards that moved 

the ball into Badgers territory and finished the 

series four-of-five passing for 58 yards.

 Wisconsin trimmed the deficit to 10-3 with 

1:11 left in the second quarter as kicker Taylor 

Mehlhaff connected on a 35-yard field goal.
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Scoring Summary
First Quarter

U-M: Avant 2-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

U-M: Manningham 43-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

MSU: Stanton 4-yard run (Goss kick)

Second Quarter

U-M: Thompson 5-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

MSU: Caulcrick 1-yard run (Goss kick)

MSU: Reed 61-yard pass from Stanton (Goss kick)

U-M: Rivas 20-yard field goal

Third Quarter

MSU: Goss 26-yard field goal

Fourth Quarter

U-M: Hart 1-yard run (Rivas kick)

MSU: Peko 74-yard fumble recovery (Mayer kick)

Overtime

U-M: Rivas 35-yard field goal

Team Statistics
Category U-M MSU

First Downs 21 21

Rushed-Yards 43-232 37-173

Passing Yards 256 282

Passes 26-36-1 20-31-2

Total Offense 79-488 68-455

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-8 2-17

Punts 4-37.5 3-48.0

Return Yards 119 136

Fumbles-Lost 3-1 1-1

Penalties-Yards 2-7 5-27

Third Downs 5-17 8-14

Possession Time 30:32 29:28

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Mich. -- Hart 36-218, Bass 1-9, 

Grady 3-6, Henne 3-(-1). MSU -- Teague 8-72, 

Caulcrick 7-50, Ringer 12-37, Scott 2-14, Stanton 

8-0.

Passing: Mich. -- Henne 35-26-1-256. MSU -- 

Stanton 30-20-1-282, Scott 1-0-1-0.

Receiving: Mich. -- Avant 10-96, Tab 5-35, 

Manningham 4-66, Ecker 2-37, Massaquoi 2-11, 

Hart 2-6, Thompson 1-5. MSU -- Brown 4-53, 

Trannon 4-36, Love 4-36, Ringer 4-16, Scott 3-

80, Reed 1-61.

scoring drive covered 87 yards in 3:44. U-M con-

verted a 28-yard field goal by Rivas, but MSU 

was penalized six yards for roughing the kicker 

and U-M received a first-and-goal chance at the 

five-yard line. Henne completed four-of-five 

passes for 70 yards.

 MSU tied the game, 21-21, with back-to-back 

touchdown drives following their initial turnover 

in the game. Running back Jehuu Caulcrick 

scored over right guard on a one-yard TD run at 

5:53 and on the next series Stanton completed a 

wide receiver screen to Terry Love that covered 

61 yards for the tying score at 3:30 of the second 

quarter.

 The Wolverines grabbed the halftime lead, 24-

21, as Rivas connected on a 20-yard field goal 

with nine seconds left in the second quarter.

 Michigan turned the ball over on its opening 

series of the third quarter, but the defense held 

firm and forced the Spartans into a game-tying 

26-yard field goal by kicker John Goss.

 MSU had a chance to take its first lead of 

the game, but Goss pushed a 23-yard field goal 

attempt wide left at 13:38 of the fourth quarter.

 Following Michigan State’s missed field goal, 

the Wolverines moved 80 yards in five plays as 

Hart scored on a one-yard TD run. Hart opened 

the five-play scoring drive with a 64-yard career-

long run on first down from the 20-yard line.

 The Spartans tied the game, 31-31, at 6:43 of 

the fourth quarter on a 74-yard fumble return by 

defensive tackle Domata Peko following a fum-

ble by Henne on a third-down play from MSU’s 

26-yard line. The fumble was reviewed by the 

officials to see if Henne was attempting to pass, 

but the play remained a touchdown as called on 

the field in favor of the Spartans.

 Michigan had a chance to take the lead with 48 

seconds remaining, but Rivas’ 27-yard field goal 

sailed wide right. The Wolverines started at their 

40-yard line following a 32-yard kickoff return 

by fifth-year senior Grant Mason. Michigan used 

its ground game on all 13 offensive plays dur-

ing the series, moving the ball to MSU’s 15-yard 

line, prior to the missed field goal.

 For the second straight time in the series, 

Michigan and Michigan State forced overtime. 

The Spartans were unable to score during the first 

overtime as Goss pushed a 37-yard field goal 

attempt wide right. Henne connected with Avant 

for six yards to start Michigan’s overtime pos-

session. On second-and-four at the 19-yard line, 

Hart rushed for one yard, and on third down with 

three to go on the 18-yard line, Rivas connected 

on a 35-yard field goal to give Michigan the win.

Game 5: Michigan at #11 Michigan State
Spartan Stadium
October 1, 2005
79,401

Michigan 14 10 0 7 3 34

#11 Michigan State 7 14 3 7 0 31

 EAST LANSING, Mich. -- For the second 

straight year the annual battle for the Paul Bunyan 

Trophy went to overtime and Michigan came 

away with a victory at Spartan Stadium, defeat-

ing No. 11 Michigan State by a 34-31 margin as 

junior kicker Garrett Rivas connected on a 35-

yard field in the first overtime. The Wolverines 

claimed their fourth straight victory in the series. 

 Sophomore tailback Mike Hart returned to the 

lineup and surpassed the 200-yard barrier for the 

second straight game against the Spartans, rush-

ing 36 times for 218 yards and scoring one touch-

down. Sophomore quarterback Chad Henne com-

pleted 26-of-35 passes for 256 yards and three 

first-half touchdowns. Senior wide receiver Jason 

Avant made a career-high 10 receptions for 98 

yards and one TD and senior wideout Carl Tabb 

added a career-best five catches for 35 yards.

 Defensively, the Wolverines forced three turn-

overs, including a pair of interceptions by senior 

safety Willis Barringer and a fumble recovery 

by senior inside linebacker David Harris. Junior 

safety Brandent Englemon led the defensive effort 

with a career-best 13 tackles, while Harris and 

Barringer contributed six stops apiece.

 Michigan scored on its opening possession of 

the game, marching a season-best 98 yards in 10 

plays, capped by a two-yard touchdown pass from 

Henne to Avant on a fade to the right corner of 

the end zone. The Wolverines moved down the 

field in 3:40 and converted two third downs on 

the drive. Hart had a 45-yard career-long run a 

third-and-one play from the U-M 11-yard line and 

freshman Antonio Bass set up a first-and-goal sit-

uation at the MSU two-yard line with a nine-yard 

quarterback draw. Henne completed five-of-six 

passes for 42 yards on the drive.

 The Wolverines scored 80 seconds after their 

opening touchdown and opened up a 14-0 lead as 

Henne completed a 43-yard post pass to freshman 

wide receiver Mario Manningham on the second 

play of the drive.

 Michigan State answered on its third series of 

the game and trimmed U-M’s lead to 14-7 at 2:44 

of the first quarter. Quarterback Drew Stanton 

scored the Spartans’ first touchdown on a second-

and-goal play from the four-yard line on a keeper 

over the left tackle.

 The Spartans moved inside U-M territory on 

their second straight possession, but Barringer 

intercepted the ball at the goal line on an attempt-

ed pass by slot receiver Jerramy Scott. Barringer 

picked off the pass but was stripped off the ball 

by tight end Dwayne Holmes, and Burgess recov-

ered the fumble following the interception.

 The Wolverine made good on the Spartans 

turnover and increased the lead to 21-7 as Henne 

tossed a five-yard pass to senior fullback Brian 

Thompson on a third-and-goal play. The 11-play 
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Scoring Summary
First Quarter

U-M: Rivas 23-yard field goal

Second Quarter

MN: Giannini 29-yard field goal

U-M: Rivas 47-yard field goal

U-M: Hart 1-yard run (Rivas kick)

MN: Wheelwright 20-yard pass from Cupito 

(Giannini kick)

Third Quarter

MN: Giannini 26-yard field goal

U-M: Breaston 95-yard kickoff return (Rivas 

kick)

MN: Maroney 1-yard run (Giannini kick)

Fourth Quarter

MN: Giannini 30-yard field goal

Team Statistics
Category NIU U-M

First Downs 23 19

Rushed-Yards 57-264 34-94

Passing Yards 139 155

Passes 11-23-0 14-29-0

Total Offense 80-403 63-249

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 3-19

Punts 5-39.0 6-35.3

Return Yards 112 172

Fumbles-Lost 2-1 0-0

Penalties-Yards 9-95 4-51

Third Downs 9-17 3-14

Possession Time 32:50 27:10

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Minn. -- Maroney 36-129, Russell 18-

128, Cupito 1-8, Mortensen 2-(-1). Mich. -- Hart 

28-109, Manningham 2-2, Henne 4-(-17).

Passing: Minn. -- Cupito 23-11-0-139. Mich. -- 

Henne 29-14-0-155. 

Receiving: Minn. -- Wheelwright 3-44, Wallace 

2-27, Payne 2-9, Ellerson 1-35, Rucker 1-10, 

Spaeth 1-8, Posthumus 1-6. Mich. -- Avant 6-73, 

Breaston 3-45, Manningham 2-15, Thompson 1-

11, Tabb 1-7, Hart 1-4.

the Wolverines at Minnesota’s 30-yard line. With 

5:50 remaining, Rivas connected on a 47-yard 

field goal, tying his career long.

 On the ensuing Gopher drive, Michigan senior 

safety Willis Barringer used his helmet to knock 

the ball free from a sweeping Laurence Maroney 

and straight into the arms of sophomore Chris 

Graham. Starting out on Minnesota’s 23-yard 

line, Henne found Breaston for 18 yards before 

handing the ball to Hart to put Michigan on the 

one-yard line. Hart’s first shot at paydirt proved 

unsuccessful, but he was able to plow through the 

Minnesota defense on his second attempt for the 

touchdown. The score at 3:10 gave Michigan a 

13-3 lead.

 With the first half wearing down, Minnesota 

quarterback Bryan Cupito used two big passing 

plays to push the ball into the end zone to pull 

to within three, 13-10, with 58 seconds remain-

ing in the half. On first-and-10 on the Minnesota 

37-yard line, Cupito found Jared Ellerson down 

the seams for 35 yards. Three plays later, Ernie 

Wheelwright was able to fend off the Wolverine 

secondary to catch Cupito’s 20-yard fade pass for 

the score.

 Minnesota took advantage early in the second 

half by using its opening drive to knot the game 

at 13-13. With 12:40 on the clock, Giannini lined 

up a 26-yard field goal which capped off a seven-

play, 31-yard drive.

 The tie would stand up for just 15 seconds 

before the Wolverines once again found their 

way to the end zone. On the kickoff following 

the Gopher field goal, Breaston geared up his 

afterburners from his own five and ran 95 yards 

for the touchdown. As the senior blazed down 

the sideline, he tight-roped the sideline to stay in 

bounds and cut back into the middle to reach the 

end zone and give Michigan the 20-13 lead with 

12:25 to go in the third quarter.

 The back-and-forth battle continued on the next 

drive as Maroney sliced through the Michigan 

defense to tie the ballgame at 20. The Wolverines 

racked up 30 penalty yards on Minnesota’s 

61-yard drive into the end zone. The Michigan 

defense stopped Maroney on two consecutive 

goal-line carries, but his third attempt proved to 

be the charm, as he bounced outside off left tackle 

for the score at 6:12. With the score knotted at 

20-20, the Wolverines saw two opportunities to 

take the lead back, but a pair of missed field goals 

-- from 42 and 34 yards -- by Rivas left the game 

deadlocked.

 After a late-game injury to Gopher starter 

Cupito, the Gophers got into position for a final 

drive when backup quarterback Tony Mortensen 

handed off the ball to tailback Gary Russell, who 

on third down deep inside Minnesota territory 

found a hole and exploded down sideline for 61 

yards, putting the Gophers on the13-yard line. 

With the Wolverines having no timeouts left, they 

could only stand by as Giannini connected for his 

third and final blow with just one second left, giv-

ing Minnesota the 23-20 win.

Game 6: Minnesota at #24 Michigan
Michigan Stadium
October 8, 2005
111,117

Minnesota 0 10 10 3 23

#21 Michigan 3 10 7 0 20

 ANN ARBOR, Mich. -- Michigan relinquished 

control of the Little Brown Jug for the first time 

since 1986 when Minnesota made a last-second 

push for a 23-20 victory at Michigan Stadium. 

Minnesota freshman kicker Jason Giannini hit a 

30-yard field goal with one second left to give the 

Golden Gophers the win.

 Michigan got on the board first with a 23-yard 

field goal by junior Garrett Rivas with 10:26 left 

in the first quarter, capping a 12-play, 67-yard 

drive. The Wolverines marched down the field 

on a series of carries from sophomore running 

back Mike Hart totaling 36 yards. Senior receiver 

Jason Avant added two grabs on the scoring drive, 

going for 31 yards. Hart looked sharp in his first 

home appearance since the early moments of the 

Notre Dame game, including a 20-yard scamper 

to set up the U-M offense in the red zone for the 

first time of the afternoon.

 The second quarter proved more of a showcase 

for both teams’ offenses. Minnesota evened the 

score at 3-3 on the first drive of the quarter with 

a 29-yard field goal by Giannini. The Gophers 

moved the ball inside the red zone at Michigan’s 

13-yard line before two costly penalties pushed 

them back to the 33-yard line. Minnesota settled 

on the field goal to end the drive at 12:40 in the 

second quarter.

 Senior Steve Breaston put Michigan back in 

scoring position with 6:39 left in the quarter. 

Breaston’s 18-yard reception was aided by anoth-

er 15-yard Minnesota face mask penalty to put 
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Scoring Summary
Second Quarter

U-M: Rivas 35-yard field goal

Third Quarter

U-M: Hart 2-yard run (Rivas kick)

PSU: Kelly 25-yard field goal

Fourth Quarter

PSU: Robinson 4-yard run (Kelly kick)

PSU: Zemaitis 35-yard fumble recovery 

 (Kelly rush)

U-M: Manningham 33-yard pass from Henne

 (Hart rush)

U-M: Rivas 47-yard field goal

PSU: Robinson 3-yard run (Kelly kick)

U-M: Manningham 10-yard pass from Henne

Team Statistics
Category PSU U-M

First Downs 20 21

Rushed-Yards 38-181 39-163

Passing Yards 239 212

Passes 19-34-1 21-36-0

Total Offense 72-420 75-375

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-8 3-14

Punts 4-47.0 6-40.7

Return Yards 83  178

Fumbles-Lost 2-1 1-1

Penalties-Yards 6-35 5-49

Third Downs 5-14 8-18

Possession Time 30:49 29:11

Individual Statistics
Rushing: PSU -- Hunt 14-102, Robinson 17-67, 

Williams 3-8, King 1-5, Scott 1-2, Snow 1-(-1), 

Team 1-(-2). Mich. -- Hart 23-108, Bass 2-26, 

Grady 5-25, Breaston 2-3, Tabb 1-3, Henne 6-(-

2).

Passing: PSU -- Robinson 34-19-1-239. Mich. -- 

Henne 36-21-0-212.

Receiving: PSU -- Williams 6-59, Norwood 4-

63, Golden 3-74, Smolko 2-24, Hunt 2-0, Kilmer 

1-13, Butler 1-6. Mich. -- Avant 8-75, Hart 4-40, 

Manningham 3-49, Ecker 3-29, Breaston 1-10, 

Massaquoi 1-5, Tabb 1-4.

on the ground, including a 17-yard run by Hart 

and a 14-yard scamper by freshman running back 

Kevin Grady. Faced with a third-and-10 at the 

PSU 22-yard line, Henne connected with senior 

tight end Tyler Ecker for 21 yards to set up Hart’s 

touchdown plunge. Led by junior fullback Will 

Paul, Hart found a seam on the left side to give 

the Wolverines a 10-0 advantage with 11:10 left 

in the third quarter.

 After the teams traded punts, Penn State 

answered with 18 straight points to take an 18-

10 lead with 11:36 left in the game. The Lions 

started the run with a 25-yard field goal to end the 

third quarter and then tied the game 10-10 at the 

11:56 mark of the fourth quarter on a four-yard 

delay by Robinson. Penn State capped the run 

with a 35-yard fumble return by cornerback Alan 

Zemaitis and a two-point conversion.

 Michigan responded with an eight-point drive 

of its own to tie the game at 18-18 with 9:32 

remaining. Henne tossed a 33-yard touchdown 

pass to Manningham and Hart dove on the con-

version for the score.

 After forcing Penn State to punt on the ensuing 

possession, the Wolverines regained the lead with 

a 47-yard field goal by Rivas with 3:45 to play.

 Penn State answered with a 13-play, 81-yard 

drive to take a 25-21 lead with less than a min-

ute to play. Robinson accounted for all 81 yards 

-- including 61 through the air -- and capped the 

drive with a three-yard run on a draw.

 Breaston sparked the Wolverines’ comeback 

bid with a 41-yard return on the subsequent kick-

off. With 53 seconds remaining, Michigan quickly 

moved the ball down to the Penn State 10-yard 

line with three completions by Henne and an 

11-yard run from Hart. An incompletion on third 

down left one second on the clock and set up 

Henne’s pass to Manningham on the final snap of 

the game, setting off a wild celebration.

Game 7: #8 Penn State at Michigan
Michigan Stadium

October 15, 2005

111,249

#8 Penn State 0 0 3 22 25

Michigan 0 3 7 17 27

 ANN ARBOR, Mich. -- Freshman wide 

receiver Mario Manningham caught his second 

touchdown of the game with no time on the clock 

to lift Michigan to a 27-25 victory over previ-

ously unbeaten No. 8 Penn State at Michigan 

Stadium. Trailing 25-21 with 53 seconds on the 

clock, the Wolverines drove 53 yards for the 

game-winning score. On fourth-and-4 from the 

Penn State 10-yard line, sophomore quarterback 

Chad Henne fired the ball to Manningham on a 

slant from the right side in the end zone as time 

ran out to give the Wolverines the victory.

 Manningham led the Michigan offense with 

three receptions for 49 yards and a pair of touch-

downs to record the first multi-touchdown game 

of his career. Henne completed 21 of 35 pass 

attempts for 212 yards and a pair of touchdowns. 

Sophomore running back Mike Hart rushed 23 

times for 108 yards and one touchdown, while 

senior wide receiver Jason Avant caught eight 

balls for 75 yards.

 Defensively, the Wolverines were paced by 

senior linebacker David Harris with 10 tackles 

and one forced fumble and junior linebacker 

LaMarr Woodley with four tackles for loss, 

including one sack. Junior linebacker Prescott 

Burgess added eight total tackles, one forced 

fumble and one pass deflection.

 The game started as a defensive struggle 

throughout the first half. After Penn State missed 

a field goal on the opening drive, the teams traded 

punts for the remainder of the first quarter and the 

game was scoreless after 15 minutes of play. The 

defensive battle continued into the second quarter 

as Penn State was once again turned away on a 

35-yard field goal attempt after driving 67 yards 

from its own five-yard line.

 On the ensuing drive, the Wolverines finally 

cracked the Big Ten’s top-rated defense and took 

a 3-0 lead on a 35-yard field goal from junior 

kicker Garrett Rivas set up by a 53-yard drive that 

took 2:38 off the clock. Freshman wide receiver 

Antonio Bass helped the offense cross the 50-yard 

line fwhen he lined up at quarterback and ran a 

sprint-out down the left sideline for a 23-yard 

pickup to the PSU 44-yard line. On the very 

next play, Michigan moved into field goal range 

when Henne and Avant hooked up for a 21-yard 

completion on the right side.

 Following Michigan’s field goal, Penn State 

took the ball at its own 23-yard line and quickly 

advanced to midfield with a pair of comple-

tions by senior quarterback Michael Robinson. 

However, two plays later, Harris forced a fumble 

by Robinson that was corralled by freshman 

safety Brandon Harrison at U-M's 39-yard line.

 Michigan opened the second half with a 70-

yard, 10-play drive that culminated in a two-yard 

touchdown run by Hart. Michigan established 

the rushing game, picking up the first 34 yards 
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Scoring Summary
First Quarter

IA: Grigsby 13-yard pass from Tate (Schlicher kick)

Second Quarter

U-M: Avant 5-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

IA: Grigsby 4-yard pass from Tate (Schlicher kick)

Third Quarter

U-M: Rivas 26-yard field goal

Fourth Quarter

U-M: Breaston 52-yard pass from Henne 

 (Rivas kick)

IA: Schlicher 32-yard field goal

Overtime

IA: Schlicher 28-yard field goal

U-M: Jackson 1-yard run

Team Statistics
Category U-M IA

First Downs 19 23

Rushed-Yards 41-122 38-139

Passing Yards 220 288

Passes 15-22-1 27-39-1

Total Offense 63-342 77-427

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 2-16

Punts 6-34.7 6-28.2

Return Yards 41 62

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-0

Penalties-Yards 3-29 11-94

Third Downs 4-12 5-16

Possession Time 29:45 30:15

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Mich. -- Grady 18-62, Jackson 11-44, 

Hart 5-17, Martin 1-3, Bass 2-2, Henne 4-(-6). 

Iowa -- Young 30-157, Davis 1-10, Tate 7-(-24).

Passing: Mich. -- Henne 21-14-1-207, Bass 1-1-

0-13. Iowa -- Tate 39-27-1-288.

Receiving: Mich. -- Avant 7-105, Breaston 2-

62, Ecker 2-18, Manningham 1-15, Tabb 1-13, 

Hart 1-9, Grady 1-(-2). Iowa -- Chandler 8-90, 

Solomon 8-76, Grigsby 5-66, Young 4-17, Melloy 

1-21, Moeaki 1-18.

fourth-and-three play from Iowa’s 35-yard line to 

keep the drive alive after three Grady runs netted 

seven yards. Freshman Antonio Bass provided 

U-M with a first-and-goal at the four-yard line 

as he lined up at center and rolled left and com-

pleted his first career pass for 13 yards to a diving 

Avant.

 The Hawkeyes tried to answer the Wolverines’ 

field goal with one of their own, but kicker Kyle 

Schlicher’s 41-yard attempt by partially blocked 

by senior inside linebacker David Harris. Iowa 

moved 49 yards in 11 plays and got down to 

Michigan’s 24-yard line before the drive stalled.

 The Wolverines gained their first lead of the 

game, 17-14, as Breaston caught a flare pass in 

the left flat, broke a tackle and outran the defense 

down the left sideline for a 52-yard touchdown. 

The five-play, 88-yard scoring drive took 2:19 

and put the Hawkeyes in a trailing situation at 

home for the first time in 47 quarters. Jackson 

started the drive with a 19-yard run and added a 

two-yarder on the very next play. Michigan was 

forced into a third-and-10 play at its 30-yard line. 

Henne hit Avant for 18 yards on a slant pass that 

set up the first down touchdown pass to Breaston.

 After holding Michigan at midfield, Iowa took 

over at its 12-yard line with 2:42 remaining and 

scored the game-tying points at the end of regula-

tion as Schlicher connected on a 32-yard field 

goal. The Hawkeyes scoring drive covered 74 

yards in nine plays, with Tate completing all four 

passes for 54 yards, including a key 30-yard pass 

to Grigsby down the middle of the secondary to 

U-M’s 21-yard line. Young rushed four times for 

20 yards on the drive.

 Michigan won the toss in overtime and selected 

to go on defense first. Iowa moved the ball 15 

yards in six plays but the drive stalled at its 10-

yard line on an incomplete pass attempt from 

Tate to Clinton Solomon at the goal line.

Game 8: Michigan at Iowa
Kinnick Stadium

October 22, 2005

70,585

Michigan 0 7 3 7 6 23

Iowa 7 7 0 3 3 20

 IOWA CITY, Iowa -- Junior tailback Jerome 

Jackson scored on a one-yard run in the first 

overtime to give Michigan a 23-20 victory against 

Iowa, ending a 22-game home winning streak at 

Kinnick Stadium. The Wolverines also ended the 

Hawkeyes’ 15-game home winning streak against 

Big Ten opponents and remained a perfect 5-0 all-

time in overtime games. The first five conference 

games went down to the final minute of regula-

tion or overtime, U-M claiming three wins.

 After holding Iowa to a field goal in its over-

time possession, Michigan opened with a two-

yard run by Jackson. On second-and-eight from 

the 23-yard line, sophomore quarterback Chad 

Henne completed an 18-yard pass to senior wide 

receiver Jason Avant to Iowa’s five-yard line. 

Jackson took the first-down handoff and gained 

four yards but was held for no gain on second 

down at the one-yard line. Michigan took timeout 

before Jackson went over the right side of the for-

mation for the game-winning score.

 Henne completed 14-of-21 passes for 207 

yards and two touchdowns in the game. Freshman 

tailback Kevin Grady led the rushing attack with 

18 carries for 62 yards, and Jackson gained 44 

yards on 11 carries, all in the fourth quarter and 

overtime. Avant grabbed seven receptions for 105 

yards and one TD, and senior wide receiver Steve 

Breaston added two catches for 62 yards, includ-

ing a go-ahead 52-yard TD in the fourth quarter.

 Iowa scored the game’s first points at 9:07 of 

the first quarter as quarterback Drew Tate com-

pleted a short pass to wide receiver Herb Grigsby 

in the left flat and he followed one blocker into 

the end zone for a 13-yard touchdown.

 The Wolverines tied the score at 7-7 as Henne 

tossed a five-yard touchdown pass to Avant in 

the back of the end zone at 13:45 of the second 

quarter. U-M began the series with its best field 

position to date, the 32-yard line, following a 15-

yard catch interference on Iowa. Junior offensive 

lineman Jake Long made his season debut at 

the outset of the drive and helped the Wolverine 

march 68 yards in 10 plays, with the ground game 

contributing 32 yards and the combination of 

Henne and Avant hooking up on three pass plays 

for 37 yards (nine, 23 and five yards).

 Iowa regained the lead 14-7 on the ensuing 

drive as Tate tossed his second TD pass of the 

game to Grigsby, a four-yard pass across the 

middle at 8:09 of the second quarter.

 Michigan trimmed the deficit to 14-10 at 8:25 

of the third quarter as junior kicker Garrett Rivas 

converted a 26-yard field goal. The Wolverines 

gained excellent field position at the Hawkeyes’ 

42-yard line after freshman safety Brandon 

Harrison collected his first career interception 

and returned it 11 yards. Henne completed a 13-

yard pass to senior tight end Tyler Ecker on a 
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Scoring Summary
First Quarter

U-M: Grady 1-yard run (Rivas kick)

U-M: Hall 83-yard fumble recovery (Rivas kick)

NU: Philmore 62-yard pass from Basanez 

 (Howells kick)

Second Quarter

NU: Howells 28-yard field goal

U-M: Rivas 26-yard field goal

U-M: Massey 10-yard pass from Henne 

 (Rivas kick)

U-M: Rivas 19-yard field goal

NU: Philmore 34-yard pass from Basanez

 (Howells kick)

Fourth Quarter

U-M: Rivas 38-yard field goal

U-M: Rivas 28-yard field goal

Team Statistics
Category U-M NU

First Downs 22 18

Rushed-Yards 58-253 17-89

Passing Yards 174 326

Passes 17-30-3 26-49-2

Total Offense 427 415

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-1 1-15

Punts 3-36.7 8-43.8

Return Yards 204 20

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1

Penalties-Yards 2-10 6-60

Third Downs 5-16 2-13

Possession Time 38:01 21:59

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Mich. -- Jackson 24-105, Grady 20-64, 

Manningham 3-35, Breaston 3-29, Henne 5-11, 

Bass 2-11, Team 1-(-2). NU -- Sutton 10-50, 

Roberson 4-42, Basanez 3-(-3).

Passing: Mich. -- Henne 30-17-3-174. NU -- 

Basanez 49-26-2-326.

Receiving: Mich. -- Avant 5-67, Breaston 3-24, 

Ecker 2-25, Massaquoi 2-21, Grady 2-19, Massey 

1-10, Thompson 1-5, Tabb 1-3. NU -- Philmore 9-

139, Herbert 8-91, Sutton 6-56, Thompson 2-34, 

Fields 1-6.

eight and 23 yards to Avant, and freshman receiv-

er Mario Manningham took a lateral from Henne 

and followed his blockers down the right sideline 

20 yards to the one-yard line.

 Michigan grabbed a 14-0 lead at 9:07 of the 

first quarter as the defense scored its first touch-

down of the season on an 83-yard fumble return 

for a touchdown by Hall. Hall stripped tailback 

Tyrell Sutton of the ball, got up, picked up the 

ball and ran a school-record distance for the TD.

 The Wildcats answered 37 seconds after 

Michigan’s score with a 62-yard touchdown pass 

from quarterback Brett Basanez to wide receiver 

Mark Philmore.

 Northwestern trimmed the deficit to 14-10 at 

12:39 of the second quarter on a 28-yard field 

goal by kicker Joel Howells.

 Michigan answered the Northwestern field goal 

with one of its own as Rivas converted from 26 

yards out. The Wolverines began the drive with 

runs of five, eight and three yards from Jackson 

that pushed the ball to midfield. Henne completed 

a 12-yard pass to a spinning Avant, and freshman 

wide receiver Antonio Bass gained eight yards on 

a reverse. Grady gained 18 yards on a screen pass 

and ran for three yards on a first down play at the 

15-yard line. The drive stalled following a pair of 

incomplete passes at the 12-yard line.

 The Wolverines increased their lead to 24-10 

as sophomore tight end Mike Massey caught a 

pass in the left flat and crossed the goal line for 

the first time in his career. The 10-yard touch-

down pass from Henne capped an 11-play drive 

that covered 71 yards in 4:22. Henne completed 

five-of-six passes for 57 yards and added a pair of 

two-yard runs.

 Michigan increased its lead to 27-10 as Rivas 

connected on a 19-yard field goal with 58 seconds 

left in the first half. The Wolverines gained pos-

session two plays after its last score as fifth-year 

senior cornerback Grant Mason intercepted a 

Basanez pass at the Wildcats’ 28-yard line. U-M 

moved 26 yards in six plays and gained a first-

and-goal opportunity at the five-yard line follow-

ing a 20-yard run by senior wide receiver Steve 

Breaston on a lateral.

 The Wildcats made the score 27-17 at half as 

Basanez completed a 34-yard touchdown pass to 

Philmore in the right corner of the end zone with 

11 seconds remaining in the second quarter. 

 Both teams were held scoreless in the third 

quarter. Michigan had two opportunities deep in 

Northwestern territory but was unable to sustain 

drives. The Wolverine defense held Northwestern 

to four three-and-outs during the frame.

 The Wolverines increased their lead to 30-17 as 

Rivas connected on a 38-yard field goal at 13:29 

of the fourth stanza. The Wolverines gained all 

38 yards on the ground with Grady opening the 

series with a 13-yard run into Northwestern terri-

tory. U-M started the 11-play scoring drive at its 

42-yard line following an 18-yard punt return by 

Breaston that moved him into third place on the 

Big Ten’s career punt return yardage list.

 Rivas added his fourth field goal of the game, 

a 28-yarder, at 7:11 of the fourth quarter to create 

the final margin.

Game 9: #25 Michigan at #21 Northwestern
Ryan Field

October 29, 2005

47,130

#25 Michigan 14 13 0 6 33

#21 Northwestern 7 10 0 0 17

 EVANSTON, Ill. -- Junior kicker Garrett 

Rivas matched his career high with four field 

goals as No. 25 Michigan downed its third nation-

ally ranked opponent of the Big Ten Conference 

season, defeating No. 21 Northwestern by a 33-17 

score at Ryan Field. The Wolverines held the ball 

for a season-best 38:01 and gained a season-high 

253 yards on the ground, and the defense held the 

Wildcats scoreless in the second half.

 Junior tailback Jerome Jackson led the 

Wolverine offensive attack with his first career 

100-yard rushing game, carrying the ball a career-

best 24 times for 105 yards. Freshman tailback 

Kevin Grady added 64 yards on 20 carries. 

Sophomore quarterback Chad Henne completed 

17-of-30 passes for 174 yards and one touch-

down. Senior wide receiver Jason Avant returned 

to his home state and caught a team-leading five 

passes for 67 yards.

 Defensively, the Wolverines held the Wildcats 

scoreless in the second half and collected three 

turnovers in the game. U-M forced five straight 

three-and-outs by Northwestern in the second half 

and stopped two fourth-down plays in the fourth 

quarter. Junior inside linebacker Prescott Burgess 

led the team with seven tackles, one tackle for 

loss and one pass breakup. Junior cornerback 

Leon Hall added six stops, one forced fumble and 

returned the ball 83 yards for a touchdown.

 The Wolverines took the opening kickoff and 

marched 74 yards in nine plays and gained a 7-0 

lead as Grady scored on a one-yard touchdown 

run over left tackle. Henne completed passes of 



29SEASON IN REVIEW

Scoring Summary
First Quarter

IU: Gilmore 42-yard pass from Powers 

 (Lewis kick)

U-M: Ecker 5-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

U-M: Avant 7-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

Second Quarter

U-M: Grady 1-yard run (Rivas kick failed)

U-M: Grady 32-yard run (Rivas kick)

U-M: Jackson 6-yard run (Rivas kick)

U-M: Breaston 11-yard pass from Henne 

 (Rivas kick)

Fourth Quarter

IU: Walker-Roby 7-yard pass from McFarland

 (Lewis kick)

Team Statistics
Category IU U-M

First Downs 9 26

Rushed-Yards 28-63 49-216

Passing Yards 147 209

Passes 13-30-1 23-37-0

Total Offense 210 425

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-14 3-22

Punts 10-43.5 3-33.0

Return Yards 19 172

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 3-1

Penalties-Yards 8-73 2-20

Third Downs 3-14 11-18

Possession Time 36:10 23:50

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Ind. -- Taylor 12-34, Washington 6-

13, Powers 7-9, McFarland 1-5, Thigpen 1-2, 

Burns 1-0. Mich. -- Grady 14-94, Bradley 9-49, 

Breaston 1-30, Jackson 8-22, Bass 4-12, Martin 

5-9, Eldridge 1-6, Gutierrez 4-14, Kastl 1-0, 

Henne 1-(-6).

Passing: Ind. -- Powers 19-10-1-112, McFarland 

11-3-0-35. Mich. -- Henne 24-17-0-174, Gutierrez 

11-6-0-35, Kastl 1-0-0-0, Breaston 1-0-0-0.

Receiving: Ind. -- Gilmore 3-70, Kleinschmidt 

2-28, Taylor 2-13, Walker-Roby 2-12, Thigpen 

2-10, Washington 1-9, O’Neal 1-5. Mich. -- Avant 

5-66, Grady 4-20, Breaston 3-46, Manningham 3-

30, Bass 3-25, Dutch 1-16, Massaquoi 1-6, Ecker 

1-5, Massey 1-(-2), Martin 1-(-3).

an electrifying 53-yard punt return, shaking off 

Indiana defenders into IU territory. Three rushes 

totaling 15 yards by Grady moved the Wolverines 

to the one-yard line before the true freshman’s 

first score of the afternoon, coming with 12:12 

left in the second quarter. Junior kicker Garrett 

Rivas missed the extra-point attempt, limiting the 

lead to 20-7.

 A Burgess interception off a Powers pass with 

just over 10 minutes remaining in the first half 

gave the Wolverines the ball at the Indiana 16-

yard line. U-M failed to convert on fourth down 

deep in Indiana’s red zone, turning possession 

over to IU.

 Grady made quick work on the ensuing 

Michigan possession, bouncing off Indiana 

defenders before racing 32 yards to paydirt. The 

score widened the U-M advantage to 27-7 with 

just a shade under six minutes remaining before 

halftime. The drive consisted of three plays for 40 

yards in 54 seconds.

 The Wolverines tacked two more scores on 

the board before half, entering the locker room 

with a commanding 41-7 lead. Junior running 

back Jerome Jackson plugged away for a six-

yard touchdown with 2:45 before the break, and 

Breaston closed out the half with an 11-yard 

touchdown grab as the half wound down.

 Neither team was able to move the ball effec-

tively in the second half as both teams punted 

twice in the third quarter. Senior quarterback Matt 

Gutierrez took over under center, connecting with 

four different receivers on three separate drives. 

Gutierrez connected with sophomore wide receiv-

er Doug Dutch for a 16-yard completion midway 

through the third quarter, making it the longest 

Michigan completion of the second half.

 IU trimmed the deficit, as Brandon Walker-

Roby netted the Hoosiers’ first points since early 

in the game, catching a seven-yard touchdown 

from backup quarterback Graeme McFarland with 

8:46 remaining in the game.

Game 10: Indiana at #22 Michigan
Michigan Stadium

November 12, 2005

110,580

Indiana 7 0 0 7 14

#21 Michigan 14 27 0 0 41

 ANN ARBOR, Mich. -- The 21st-ranked 

Wolverines cruised past the Hoosiers, 41-14, scor-

ing 41 unanswered points. Following an early 

Indiana touchdown, the Wolverines scored on 

three of their first four possessions en route to 41 

first-half points.

 Senior receiver Steve Breaston led the way 

for the Wolverines in the first half, tallying 201 

all-purpose yards. In total, Breaston was respon-

sible for three catches for 46 yards, one rush for 

30 yards and 125 total return yards. Throwing 

to Breaston was sophomore quarterback Chad 

Henne, who completed 17 of 24 passes for 

174 yards and three touchdowns while seeing 

only first-half action. Sophomore Kevin Grady, 

who averaged 6.7 yards per carry in the game, 

amassed 94 yards on 14 carries and punched in 

two touchdowns.

 Junior linebacker Prescott Burgess forced the 

only Indiana turnover on the day, swiping a pass 

in the second half and returning the ball for 21 

yards. Sophomore linebacker Tim Jamison and 

junior linebacker Shawn Crable registered back-

to-back sacks on the second Hoosier drive of the 

third quarter.

 Indiana scored the first points of the ballgame 

on a 42-yard touchdown throw from Blake 

Powers to Jahkeem Gilmore. On the throw, 

Gilmore out-jumped U-M junior cornerback Leon 

Hall at the 10-yard line before streaking into the 

end zone to open up a 7-0 IU advantage with 

11:57 left in the first quarter.

 On the following possession, Michigan took 

advantage of an Indiana re-kick, returned by 

Breaston for 47 yards to the IU 34-yard line. The 

Wolverines moved the ball behind the arm of 

Henne, who was 4-of-5 passing on the drive for 

29 yards, including a key third-and-one snag by 

freshman wide receiver Antonio Bass for seven 

yards. Senior tight end Tyler Ecker capped off the 

Wolverines’ first possession of the contest with 

a five-yard touchdown grab in the middle of the 

end zone to tie the game 7-7 with 8:40 remaining 

in the opening quarter.

 U-M increased the lead to 14-7 as Henne con-

nected on a short pass to senior receiver Jason 

Avant for a seven-yard touchdown with 5:49 left 

in the first quarter. Breaston got the ball rolling 

on the possession with a 23-yard completion, 

setting up two Jackson runs for a combined total 

of eight yards. A pitch to Bass for nine yards on 

third-and-two set up Henne’s second TD of the 

day. The drive spanned 47 yards in six plays.

 Michigan continued to extend its lead early 

in the second quarter on a one-yard Grady scor-

ing plunge. Breaston and the U-M special teams 

provided the offense with a short field, beginning 

the drive at Indiana’s 26-yard line. In the fleeting 

seconds of the first quarter, Breaston produced 
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Scoring Summary
First Quarter

OSU: Smith 4-yard run (Huston kick failed)

Second Quarter

OSU: Huston 47-yard field goal

U-M: Avant 2-yard pass from Henne (Rivas kick)

OSU: Huston 25-yard field goal

Third Quarter

U-M: Rivas 27-yard field goal

U-M: Grady 2-yard run (Henne rush)

Fourth Quarter

U-M: Rivas 19-yard field goal

OSU: Holmes 26-yard pass from Smith 

 (Huston kick)

OSU: Pittman 3-yard run (Smith pass intercepted)

Team Statistics
Category OSU U-M

First Downs 25 17

Rushed-Yards 35-118 24-32

Passing Yards 300 223

Passes 37-27-0 37-25-0

Total Offense 72-418 61-255

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-11 1-6

Punts 2-31.0 4-37.5

Return Yards -15 35

Fumbles-Lost 4-2 2-0

Penalties-Yards 5-50 3-20

Third Downs 6-12 5-13

Possession Time 31:39 28:21

Individual Statistics
Rushing: OSU -- Pittman 23-85, Smith 11-37, 

Wells 1-(-4). U-M -- Hart 9-15, Grady 6-11, 

Bradley 1-7, Manningham 1-1, Henne 5-1, Bass 

2-(-3).

Passing: OSU -- Smith 37-27-0-300. U-M -- 

Henne 36-25-0-223, Team 1-0-0-0.

Receiving: OSU -- Ginn 9-89, Holmes 6-72, 

Gonzalez 4-75, Pittman 4-31, Frost 3-22, Hall 

1-11. U-M -- Breaston 7-53, Manningham 4-64, 

Avant 4-36, Massaquoi 2-24, Bass 2-15, Ecker 2-

13, Hart 2-11, Grady 2-7.

goal by junior kicker Garrett Rivas. The field goal 

cut the Ohio State lead to 12-10 five minutes into 

the second half (10:01). The Wolverines gained 

possession on a Smith fumble, forced by Woodley 

and recovered by sophomore Alan Branch at the 

OSU 20-yard line. Following the fumble, Henne 

found fifth-year tight end Tim Massaquoi on first 

down for 13 yards.

 After a drive by both teams, the Wolverines 

were forced to punt, but Ginn’s mishandling of 

senior Ross Ryan’s kick forced the Buckeyes 

back to their 13-yard line. Ginn fielded two punt 

returns on the day for a total of -26 yards. The 

Buckeyes failed to move the ball, forcing them to 

punt, but A.J. Trapasso’s punt went just 18 yards 

to the Ohio State 37-yard line.

 Following the punt, the Wolverines took their 

first lead of the ballgame on a two-yard touch-

down run by Grady. Henne completed the two-

point conversion on a quarterback draw, snaring 

an 18-12 lead with 1:20 left in the third quarter. 

With two catches, Breaston accounted for 20 

yards on the drive.

 The Buckeyes failed to trim the Michigan lead, 

missing a 46-yard field goal attempt with 12:02 

remaining in the contest.

 Michigan responded and increased its lead to 

21-12 on a 19-yard Rivas field goal. Two key 

plays contributed to the 11-play, 69-yard drive -- 

a Henne two-yard sneak on fourth-and-one, and a 

38-yard reception by Manningham that placed the 

ball at the OSU nine-yard line.

 The Buckeyes pulled to within two, 21-19, 

with 6:40 left in the game on a 26-yard touch-

down pass from Smith to receiver Santonio 

Holmes.

 Ohio State was able to contain the Michigan 

offense on the Wolverines’ next possession, with 

only two plays gaining positive yardage. The 

Buckeyes received the ball with 4:17 left, setting 

up the deciding scoring drive.

Game 11: #9 Ohio State at #17 Michigan
Michigan Stadium

November 19, 2005

111,591

#9 Ohio State 6 6 0 13 25

#17 Michigan 0 7 11 3 21

 ANN ARBOR, Mich. -- The 17th-ranked 

Wolverines fell short in the final minutes against 

No. 9 Ohio State, falling 25-21 in front of 

111,591 fans at Michigan Stadium. On its final 

possession, Ohio State drove 88 yards on 12 plays 

for the game-winning score, a three-yard touch-

down run by Antonio Pittman with 24 seconds 

remaining. The Wolverines could not come back 

in the waning seconds as time ran out.

 Sophomore quarterback Chad Henne complet-

ed 25-of-36 passes for 223 yards for one touch-

down. Senior receiver Steve Breaston completed 

his bid for 1,000 yards in kickoff returns, punt 

returns and pass receptions, thanks to a seven-

catch, 53-yard receiving performance. Senior 

Jason Avant caught Henne’s only touchdown 

throw of the day en route to a four-catch, 36-yard 

day. Freshman Kevin Grady produced Michigan’s 

only rushing touchdown of the day.

 Defensively for the Wolverines, junior line-

backer LaMarr Woodley forced a fumble and 

made four tackles, and junior linebacker Prescott 

Burgess added 10 stops for the Maize and Blue. 

Fifth-year cornerback Grant Mason and junior 

cornerback Leon Hall combined for 14 tackles in 

the secondary.

 Ohio State gained an early 6-0 lead at 8:44 

in the first quarter as quarterback Troy Smith 

rumbled into the end zone from four yards out. 

The Buckeyes drove 80 yards in 13 plays, with 

tailback Pittman rushing five times for 24 yards. 

Receiver Ted Ginn Jr. added two receptions for 

27 yards as Smith completed 5-of-6 passes on the 

drive for 61 yards. Kicker Josh Huston failed to 

convert the extra point attempt.

 The Buckeyes extended their lead to 9-0 on the 

foot of Huston, who connected on a 47-yard field 

goal with 12:49 left in the second quarter. Smith 

went 5-of-6 on the drive, but Marcel Frost was 

stopped short on third-and-nine by junior safety 

Brandent Englemon, forcing the field goal try.

 Michigan capitalized on Ohio State’s first turn-

over of the afternoon, as Henne connected with 

Avant for a two-yard touchdown pass with 5:18 

remaining in the first half. The Wolverines gained 

excellent field position on the Buckeyes’ 36-yard 

line following a fumble recovery by senior defen-

sive lineman Gabe Watson. Henne found Breaston 

on consecutive third downs to keep the chains 

moving during the drive. Breaston produced three 

catches for 16 yards on the drive.

 OSU threatened late in the half but failed to 

convert a third-and-six from the U-M eight-yard 

line. The Buckeyes had to settle for a 25-yard 

Huston field goal with just 25 seconds remaining 

in the first half.

 For the second time in the game Michigan 

started with excellent field position following a 

Buckeye fumble, which resulted in a 27-yard field 


